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PRELUDE         “Seed That in Earth Is Dying” [SÅKORN SOM DØR I 
   JORDEN] (See ELW 330) – Tune by Harald Herresthal 

   (b. 1944); setting by Philip Gehring (1925 – 2020)  

 

 GATHERING 

BELL AND WELCOME  
 

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who writes the law on our hearts, 
who draws all people together through Jesus. 
Amen. 
 

Held in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin 
in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Holy God, 
we confess that we are caught in snares of sin 
and cannot break free. 
We hoard resources while our neighbors 
are hungry and cold. 
We speak in ways that silence others. 
We are silent when we should speak up. 
We keep score in our hearts. 
We let hurts grow into hatred. 
For all these things and for sins only you know, 
forgive us, Lord. Amen. 
 
Here is a flood of grace: 
Out of love for the whole world, 
God draws near to us, 
breaks every snare of sin, 
washes away our wrongs, 

and restores the promise of life through ☩ Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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APOSTOLIC GREETING  
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

GATHERING HYMN   ACS 924 “As the Winter Days Grow Longer”  

KYRIE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 

O God, with steadfast love you draw us to yourself, and in mercy you  
receive our prayers. Strengthen us to bring forth the fruits of the Spirit, that 
through life and death we may live in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. Amen. 

FIRST READING  Jeremiah 31:31-34  
 

31The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new 
covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not 
be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them 
by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt— a covenant that 
they broke, though I was married to them, says the Lord. 33But this is 
the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, 
says the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on 
their hearts, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34No 
longer shall they teach one another or say to each other, “Know the 
Lord,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the  
greatest, says the Lord, for I will forgive their iniquity and remember 
their sin no more.  
 
 

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God. 

WORD 
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PSALM Psalm 119:9-16  
 
The congregation is invited to chant the verses along with the choir, as well 
as to sing the response at the beginning and when indicated below. 
 

 
 

 

9How shall the young keep | their way clean? 

   By keeping | to your word. 
10With my whole | heart I seek you; 

   let me not stray from | your commandments. 
11I treasure your promise | in my heart, 
   that I may not | sin against you.  
12Blessed are | you, O LORD; 
   instruct me | in your statutes. Response 

 
13With my lips | I recite 

   all the judgments | of your mouth.  
14I take greater delight in the way of | your decrees 

   than in all man- | ner of riches.  
15I will meditate on | your commandments 

   and give attention | to your ways.  
16My delight is | in your statutes;  
   I will not for- | get your word. Response 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

SECOND READING  Hebrews 5:5-10  

5Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest but was  
appointed by the one who said to him, “You are my Son; today I have  
begotten you”; 6as God says also in another place, “You are a priest  
forever, according to the order of Melchizedek.” 7In the days of his flesh, 
Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to 
the one who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because 
of his reverent submission. 8Although he was a Son, he learned obedi-
ence through what he suffered, 9and having been made perfect, he  
became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him, 10having 
been designated by God a high priest according to the order of  
Melchizedek.  

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY   ACS 958 “To Christ Belong, in Christ Behold”  

GOSPEL   John 12:20-33  
 

  The Holy Gospel according to John, the twelfth chapter.   
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

20Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some 
Greeks. 21They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and 
said to him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” 22Philip went and told Andrew, 
then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. 23Jesus answered them, 
“The hour has come for the Son-of-Man to be glorified. 24Very truly, I 
tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains 
just a single grain, but if it dies it bears much fruit. 25Those who love 
their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep it 
for eternal life. 26Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, 
there will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will 
honor. 27Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say: ‘Father, save 
me from this hour’? No, it is for this reason that I have come to this 
hour. 28Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came from heaven, “I 
have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” 29The crowd standing 
there heard it and said that it was thunder. Others said, “An angel has 
spoken to him.” 30Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your sake, 
not for mine. 31Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this 
world will be driven out. 32And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, 
will draw all people to myself.” 33Jesus said this to indicate the kind of 
death he was to die.   

 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ.  

SERMON  Carrie Ballenger 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord. 
 Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit  
 and born of the Virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
 was crucified, died, and was buried. 
 Who descended to the dead and on the third day rose again. 
 Who ascended into heaven,  
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 Who will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit,    
 the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  
 and the life everlasting. Amen.  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

Individuals will be invited to offer prayers aloud or write them in the book 
found at the entrance to the Sanctuary.  For those worshipping via Zoom:  
Prayers may also be typed in the chat box to be read by the intercessor. 

 

Let us pray for the life of the world, the intentions of all the faithful, and 
for any in sorrow or need. 
 
Each prayer petition may be concluded with one of these (or similar) 
responses:  
 

 God, in your mercy, or Bless we the Holy One!   
 Hear our prayer.   Thanks be to God!   
 

Into your care, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray,  
trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ, the Beloved. Amen. 
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PEACE The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 

OFFERTORY “Wondrous Love” 

Text: Traditional; arranged by Alice Parker (1925 – 2023) and Robert 
Shaw (1916 – 1999)  

 

What wondrous love is this, O my soul, that caused the Lord of bliss 
To bear the dreadful curse for my soul. 

When I was sinking down, beneath God's righteous frown, 
Christ laid aside His crown for my soul. 

To God and to the Lamb Who is the great “I Am”; 

While millions join the theme, I will sing. 
 

And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing and joyful be, 
And through eternity I’ll sing on. 

Many people in our community already give on-line. Visit 
www.unilu.org/giving if you would like to set up electronic 
funds transfer or a credit card donation on a recurring or one-
time basis. You can also give by mailing a check to 66 
Winthrop Street, Cambridge, MA, 02138; there may be a 
slight delay in processing donations received by mail. To 
make a one-time donation by phone (Google or Apple 
Pay, Venmo, PayPal, or credit card), you may also visit https://
givebutter.com/university-lutheran-church or scan the QR code. 



 

 10 

SANCTUS  
 

MEAL 
 

 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

OFFERTORY PRAYER  
 
Jesus, you are the bread of life 
and the host of this meal. 
Bless these gifts that we have gathered 
that all people may know your goodness. 
Feed us not only with this holy food 
but with hunger for justice and peace. 
We pray this in your name. Amen. 

 It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy… 
….we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER AND WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
The presider may invite the assembly to join in proclaiming the mystery of 
faith with these or similar words:  
 

“… we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.”   

At the conclusion of the prayers, the congregation sings: 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
 

In the Bible, Jesus often speaks of God as “Abba,” Father, reflecting a profound 
intimacy with the creator of all worlds. Here, we extend that intimacy to name God 
as our Mother. 
 

Friends, it gladdens the heart of Jesus when we pray, each in our own 
language: 
 

 God our Mother, God our Father in heaven, 
  hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,  
  your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
  Give us today our daily bread.  
  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  
 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and  
  forever. Amen.  
 

INVITATION TO RECEIVE AND SHARE COMMUNION 
 

Bread for the journey. A feast for hungry hearts. Come! 
The Body of Christ given for you.  Amen. 
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HYMNS DURING COMMUNION    
 
Lamb of God (Below) 
ELW 465 “As the Grains of Wheat”  
ELW 506 “The Word of God Is Source and Seed”  

TABLE BLESSING   
 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 
in his grace. Amen. 

All are welcome to receive communion. Those worshipping via Zoom: 
Individuals may commune themselves and households may give the 
bread and wine/grape juice to one another with the same wording:  
The Body of Christ given for you.  The Blood of Christ shed for you. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

Generous God, 
at this table we have tasted your immeasurable grace. 
As grains of wheat are gathered into one bread, 
now make us one loaf to feed the world; 
in the name of Jesus, the Bread of life. Amen. 
 

THE SENDING 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
BLESSING   
Beloved, we are God’s own people, holy, washed, renewed. 
God bless you and keep you, shower you with mercy, 
fill you with courage, and ☩ give you peace. Amen.  

SENDING HYMN   WOV 778 “O Christ the Same”  
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DISMISSAL   
Go in peace. Share your bread. Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE  “Praeludium in D Major” – Johann Sebastian Bach (1685 – 

1750)  

SERVING TODAY: 
Preacher and Presider: Carrie Ballenger; Assisting Minister: Chris Pollari; 
Reader: Clare Gordon; Intercessor: David Hoglund; Usher: Nathaniel 
Fasman; Musicians: Imogene Stulken, Lorraine Fitzmaurice, and the UniLu 
Choir; Tech Vergers: Laura and Brian Tracey. 
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE are asked for: 
 
Stacy Alan—friend of Pastor Carrie Ballenger 
Floyd Arntz — UniLu member 
David Bailey — friend of Gail Bucher 
Ellen and Bob Bartlett — sister and brother-in-law of Gail Bucher 
Margrit Betke — UniLu member 
Kari Bosco — UniLu member, grieving the loss of a friend 
Jessica Chicka — University Chaplain, Boston University 
Louise Cohen — sister-in-law of Susan Worst 
Alice Conway — sister of Karin Kutrieb 
Solveig Ericson — UniLu member 
Bob Flannery — UniLu member 
Vera Ryen Gregg — UniLu member 
Mark Howell — brother-in-law of Chris Pollari 
Charles Jaferian — grandson of Nancy Gould 
Bill Keto — brother of Karen Nichols 
Duncan McCoy Norton — son of Megan McCoy 
Anne Minton — colleague of Imogene Stulken 
Larry Nichols — UniLu member 
Tony Parkes — friend of Chris Pollari and Ann Ferentz 
Birgitta Ralston — UniLu member 
Johanna Ralston Lamb and the Ralston/Lamb family — UniLu members 
Jeanette Searson — sister of Imogene Stulken 
Cindy Kent Spiehs — friend of Imogene Stulken  
Judy Steele — sister of Phyllis Steele 
 
For our siblings at Faith Lutheran Church in Cambridge and their pastor, Robin 
Lütjohann.  
 
For our siblings in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan and the Holy Land. 
 
For our Muslim neighbors during the season of Ramadan.  
 

In the Ecumenical Prayer Cycle we remember the peoples of Estonia, Latvia, and 
Lithuania.    
 

We pray for all who are seeking refuge, who are facing immigration challenges, who 
have been deported to homes that are not home, and who have been separated from their 
families. 
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Land Acknowledgment: University Lutheran Church is located on the original and 
ancestral homelands of the Pawtucket and Massa-adchu-es-et (Massachusett) peoples, 
and we give thanks for their presence here since time immemorial.  We also wish to 
recognize and honor all our Indigenous siblings who have called, and who continue to 
call, this land their home.  

Welcome to University Lutheran Church, a Christian witness and ministry of and 
to members of the academic and wider communities in Cambridge-Boston – and, 
virtually, across the world!  We are a Reconciling in Christ congregation, 
welcoming people of all sexual orientations and gender identities.  We are also a 
member congregation of the Greater Boston Interfaith Organization (GBIO). 

Today’s service is being recorded and shared with the UniLu community on Zoom. 
 
Selected liturgical materials are used by permission of onelicense.net #A-700151 (all rights reserved).  
  
Readings are reproduced by permission of Augsburg Fortress Press from Readings for the Assembly, New 
Revised Standard Version, Emended. Revised Common Lectionary, Cycle B.  
 
Psalm setting composed by Lorraine Fitzmaurice; Liturgy setting composed by Bruce Brolsma. 
 
Cover Art:  Photo by Carrie Ballenger, Vatican Museum, 2024 
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